Perry High School 2021-2022
Honors We the People Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Feula
Email: feula.john@cusd80.com
Phone: 480-224-2885
Course: Honors We the People

To give students an understanding of how the Constitution came into existence, why it took on the form it did, and how it has functioned for the past two hundred years.  The aim of the text is to provide students with an understanding of the American past and to equip them intellectually to be active participants in the American present and future. 

“The primary goal of We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution is to promote civic competence and responsibility among the nation's elementary and secondary students. What makes the program so successful is the design of its instructional program, including its innovative culminating activity.

The instructional program enhances students understanding of the institutions of American constitutional democracy. At the same time, students discover the contemporary relevance of the Constitution and Bill of Rights.

Participants hold a simulated congressional hearing as the culminating activity for the We the People program. The entire class, working in cooperative teams, prepares and presents statements before a panel of community representatives who act as congressional committee members. Students then answer questions posed by the committee members. The format provides students an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of constitutional principles while providing teachers with an excellent means of assessing performance.” – Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education.  
Online Resources:

http://new.civiced.org/programs/wtp
Course Expectations

1. Show up to class on-time and prepared each day. This means all homework is done, assignments are read and the proper materials brought to class.

2. Engage in class discussions, which are meant to stimulate ideas, foster intellectual growth and provide confidence to all students involved. 

3. Be respectful of others’ opinions. You will not always agree with your fellow classmates, but you must show respect towards your peers. 
Class Procedures for Online Learning
Each time you login to Government in your Google Classroom (GC):

1. Read any new posts in the GC Stream.  Follow the instructions in those posts.

2. Check for the warm-up questions, and if a Google Meet is posted join, and wait for the teacher to start class.

3. Check the Classwork tab in GC to see what assignments are coming up.  Follow directions for each specific assignment.

4. Make sure you understand directions for upcoming assignments/activities.  Email instructor if you have any questions.

5. Check your email (GSE) daily. 

Grading

1. Length of assignments will vary daily, but students should expect some type of homework/reading on a regular basis.   
2. Students will be assessed through the use of oral arguments, class assignments, quizzes, unit tests, discussions and projects. 
3. Each student will be required to participate on a daily basis in class discussions and class activities. Participation is a means to validate one’s ideas, learn from others and practice the articulation of ideas. 

Grades are given by a straight point value. Semester grades will be computed using the following:  40% 1st nine weeks, 40% 2nd nine weeks and 20% final exam. 

A= 90-100

B= 80-89

C=70-79

D=60-69

F=59 and below

Absent Work

1.  If you are ABSENT the day an assignment is given, you will have the same amount of time (day or days) to complete the assignment as the rest of the class did when it was given. YOU MUST COME TO ME BEFORE OR AFTER CLASS TO GET THE WORK YOU MISSED- DO NOT ASK IN THE MIDDLE OF NEXT CLASS.
2. If you are absent from a quiz or unit test, you are responsible for making it up within 3 school days of the assessment or it will be recorded as a zero. It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a make-up, I will not hunt you down.

Late Work

1. If you decide to turn an assignment in late, the first day it is late you will receive a maximum of ½ credit after that, I will not accept the assignment.

3. If you are having trouble in the course, unable to complete assignments due to technical difficulties (i.e. computer not working) or just struggling to stay ahead in school for any particular reason, please come and talk to me.  You must express to me your concerns about the course, not just stop turning things in. You will be given zeroes and your grades will suffer if you don’t turn in your work. I will do what I can and work with you and assist you in any way that I deem fair. 

Student Behavior Expectations

The purpose of a school is to provide all students with an opportunity to learn in a safe and orderly environment. This environment is established by providing students with clear explanations of expected behavior. The following are the expectations for students enrolled in Government at Perry High School. 
1. All cell phones or other electronic devices will be turned off and stowed away while in class. First offense will result in confiscation of the phone and student will have to see someone in the office to retrieve the item at the end of the day. Second offense will result in a parent/guardian having to come to the school to pick up the item. Perry High School and its staff (administration, teachers) are not responsible for any damaged, missing or stolen cell phones, IPODS or other student property.  Any inappropriate use of cell phones, including but not limited to inappropriate photographs, text messages, recording/videotaping will also result in confiscation of the phone and further disciplinary action. 

2. Food and drinks (soda, Gatorade, ice tea, etc.) are NOT ALLOWED in the classroom. Only bottled water is allowed in any classroom or academic building on the Perry campus.

3. Hats, hoods or any other head covering are NOT ALLOWED in the classroom or academic buildings on the Perry campus. Repeat offenders will have their item confiscated and are subject to administrative disciplinary action.

4. Students are to respect the rights of their peers and instructor while in class. Disrupting others, talking during class lectures, quizzes, tests, etc. WILL NOT be tolerated. 

5.  Students will have five hall passes per semester to leave the class. If they are not used by the end of the semester, they are worth 5 extra credit points each and will be added onto Q4 grading period. 
Classroom Rules and Procedures
There are few classroom rules. You may do those things that promote your learning and the learning of others. As young adults, I expect you to act accordingly. This means:

• Be on time - that is something you can take care of.

• Be prepared - bring your materials as required.

• No talking at inappropriate times (such as during instruction), out-of-turn, or while another has

 the floor.

• Texting, sleeping, or any other disrupting activity will not be tolerated.

• Use appropriate language at all times.

• Follow all directions the first time they are given.

• Respect yourself, others and their property and their opinions; we will not engage in putting

 people down.

• Be ready to participate - make eye contact and be fearless when it comes to your opinion or

 your turn to come forward.

• Have your homework done - if you are supposed to read something, please read it so we can

 have intelligent discussions.

• Work to your best potential.

• Discipline procedures follow the three-step correction process:

1. Warning in class

2. One-on-one counseling with you

3. Phone call or meeting with your parents

4. Referral to school administration

* all four procedures could be used on the first offense if serious enough. 

The following is a stock (not comprehensive) list of videos that may be shown’ in full or segments- during the school year. Please keep in mind that this is a college course and material can be controversial or sensitive. If you have concerns about any of these, please contact me. I will give an alternate assignment to your student to fulfill that requirement. 
______ Gideon’s Trumpet (not rated)

______ Crash Course US Government (not rated)

______ Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (not rated)

______ A More Perfect Union (not rated)

______ School House Rocks (not rated)

______ John Stossel video clips (not rated)

______ PBS Frontline (not rated)

______ Gerrymandering videos (not rated)

______ News clips from various news stations (not rated)

Please return this page of the syllabus NO LATER THAN Friday, July 30, 2021. (Worth 10 Points)
I have read the Honors We the People Syllabus for Mr. Feula’s class and agree to adhere to the course requirements. I understand this is an Honors class and the expectations are high. 
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Is there anything in particular that you would like me to know about you?





































































